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PRESS RELEASE

CRFM Secretariat recruits two Caribbean experts for
Canada-funded STAR-Fish Project

Mr. Sherron Barker, Mrs. Daintyann Barrett-Smith,
STAR-Fish Regional Project Environmental and Social
Coordinator Safeguards Specialist

Belize City, Thursday, 19 June 2025 (CRFM)—The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) is moving full
speed ahead with the implementation of the Canada-funded STAR-Fish Project: “Sustainable Technologies for
Adaptation and Resilience in Fisheries.” This CAD 4 million initiative is designed to increase clean energy transition

in Caribbean fisheries and aquaculture while building resilience, by addressing the need to improve
competitiveness and unleash key economic drivers.

This month, the CRFM Secretariat welcomed two highly experienced project staff: Mr. Sherrén Barker — Regional
Project Coordinator, and Mrs. Daintyann Barrett-Smith — Environmental and Social Safeguards Specialist.
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"The STAR-Fish Project represents an important opportunity to drive innovation and sustainability in Caribbean
fisheries. | am honoured to support our partners in delivering real progress on climate resilience, gender equity,
and clean energy transition in this critical sector for our region’s economies and communities," Mr. Barker said.

He joined the CRFM Secretariat in Belize City in February 2025, as the Environmental and Social Safeguards Officer
under another regional initiative — the GEF/FAO/CRFM BE-CLME+ Project titled, “Promoting National Blue
Economy Priorities Through Marine Spatial Planning in the Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Plus.” He previously
worked as Project Manager for the Sustainable Seabed Knowledge Initiative, at the International Seabed Authority
in Jamaica from 2023 to 2024.

In his new role as the Regional Project Coordinator for the STAR-Fish Project, Mr. Barker will oversee and
coordinate the implementation of STAR-Fish. He also holds responsibility for planning, implementing, and
ensuring the delivery of timely and quality project outputs.

Complementing his work, Mrs. Barrett-Smith will assess environmental and social risks, recommend solutions,
ensure compliance with the relevant environmental and social safeguard policies and standards, as well as provide
technical support for the implementation of the project and its activities. She will also lead the development of
an environmental and social screening checklist for the project. She is furthermore tasked with identifying
mitigation and corrective measures which may be required by the project. Of note is that Mrs. Barnett-Smith has
also been retained to fill the role vacated by Mr. Barker as the Environmental and Social Safeguards Officer for
the BE-CLME+ Project.

In 2024, Global Affairs Canada (GAC) approved the implementation of STAR-Fish—a four-year project which was
developed by the CRFM to address climate resilience in the Caribbean. The Government of Canada, through Global
Affairs Canada, has donated CAD 4 million to the project, while the CRFM has committed CAD 324,000 in
counterpart funding. Although this project is being implemented in countries eligible for Official Development
Assistance (ODA)—namely Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, and Suriname—the CRFM Secretariat is committed to ensuring that other Member States across the
region garner as many spin-off benefits as possible.

The fisheries sector consumes energy across its value chain, particularly for fish processing—cooling, cleaning,
drying, and freezing. The STAR-Fish Project seeks to demonstrate that energy costs can be substantially reduced
by transitioning to renewable energy technologies. The project intends to ultimately increase clean energy
transition in Caribbean fisheries and aquaculture by applying a gender-responsive approach to its interventions,
as it supports the certification of low carbon or carbon neutral fisheries in the region and facilitates technical
collaboration and knowledge exchange.

The STAR-Fish Project is pivotal for the advancement of the CRFM’s 2022-2030 Strategic Plan. It particularly
supports the attainment of Strategic Goal 4, which envisions “Increased use of renewable energy and energy
efficient harvesting, processing, and cold storage systems, and reduction of the region’s reliance on fossil fuels in
fisheries and aquaculture.”
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Global Affairs Canada (GAC)—under the leadership of the Minister of Foreign Affairs; the Minister of International
Trade; the Minister of Canada-U.S. Trade, Intergovernmental Affairs; and the Secretary of State of International
Development—is responsible for advancing Canada’s international relations, including, inter alia: developing and
implementing foreign policy; fostering the development of international law, international trade and commerce;
and providing international assistance (encompassing humanitarian, development, and peace and security).

PRESS CONTACT NAME: Mr. Sherron Barker, Regional Project Coordinator, GAC/CRFM STAR-Fish Project

E-mail: sherron.barker@crfm.int
PHONE: 501-223-4443

ABOUT THE CRFM:

The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) was officially inaugurated on 27 March 2003 in

Belize City, Belize, where it is headquartered, following the signing of the Agreement Establishing the
CRFM on 4 February 2002. It is an inter-governmental organization whose mission is to promote and
facilitate the responsible utilization of the region's fisheries and other aquatic resources for the
economic and social benefits of the current and future population of the region.
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