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CIRCULAR

TO: Ministers Responsible for Fisheries, CRFM Member States

COPY: Permanent Secretaries / Chief Executive Officers, CRFM Member States
Chief Fisheries Officers / Directors of Fisheries / Fisheries Administrator / CEO

FROM: Honourable Saboto S. Caesar
Chairman, Ministerial Council of the CRFM and Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries,
Rural Transformation, Industry and Labour, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

DATE: 11 August 2021

RE: Invitation to Meeting of Ministers Responsible for fisheries and Blue Economic Growth
on IUU Fishing and Organized Crime in the Fishing Industry, 4 Oct 2021

I write to you in my capacity as Chairman of the Ministerial Council of the CRFM and have the honour of
inviting you to a Meeting of Ministers responsible for fisheries and blue economic growth in CARICOM /
CRFM Member States. The virtual Meeting which is scheduled to take place on 4 October 2021 during the
Caribbean Week of Agriculture, is aimed at following up on the decision of the 15" Meeting of the
Ministerial Council of the CRFM to take action to strengthen regional and international cooperation at the
political and technical levels to combat and eradicate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and
transnational organized crime in the fisheries sector. A Draft Agenda for the event is attached.

IUU fishing is a major threat to fisheries resources in the Caribbean Region, undermining regional and
national efforts to sustainably use, manage and protect fish stocks leading to the loss of both short and long-
term social and economic opportunities including food security, livelihoods, exports and realization of
sustainable and inclusive blue economic growth of the region. The growing connection between IUU
fishing and transnational organized criminal activities, such as drug trafficking, human trafficking, arms
trafficking and trade in contraband goods, which use fishing as a cover, as well as, document fraud and
forgery, tax crimes, and money laundering, is also another area of growing concern.

On 10 December 2020, several Ministers responsible for Fisheries from the CARICOM / CRFM Member
States participated in a virtual High-Level Blue Justice Conference that was convened by the Government
of Norway. The main purpose of the Conference was to promote and advance political support for the
Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the fishing industry. The Hon. Ezechiel
Joseph, Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, Physical Planning, Natural Resources and Co-operatives, Saint
Lucia, and then Chairman of the Ministerial Council of the CRFM, delivered a Statement on behalf of
CARICOM / CRFM Member States, setting out the collective views of CARICOM / CRFM Member States
on IUU fishing and organized crime in the fishing industry.

Following up on the undertaking given at the December 2020 meeting, the Fifteenth Meeting of the
Ministerial Council of the CRFM, which was held on 21 May 2021, discussed the matter and recognized
the need for the CRFM Member States to cooperate with other affected countries to improve understanding
and knowledge of the problem, identify countermeasures, and build capacity to prevent, deter and eradicate
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IUU fishing and transnational organized crime in the fishing industry, in the region and globally. The
Council issued Resolution No. MC 15(6) of 2021 expressing support for the Copenhagen Declaration on
Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry and the Blue Justice Initiative which
together provide a non-binding international framework for cooperation among States to prevent, combat
and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry. A copy each of the Ministerial
Council Resolution (No. MC 15(6) of 2021), the Copenhagen Declaration and a Flyer on the Blue Justice
Initiative is attached.

The Resolution (No. MC 15(6) of 2021) of the Ministerial Council of the CRFM also encourages Ministers
Responsible for Fisheries to individually support the Copenhagen Declaration and convey their interest in
cooperating and benefiting from the Blue Justice Initiative to the Blue Justice Secretariat based_ at the
Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries which was established to support the Declaration.

The Resolution further sets out the next steps agreed upon by the Ministerirfll Council in supporting and
implementing the intent of the Copenhagen Declaration, including the following:

(i)  Convening a high-level, virtual ministerial conference of CRFM Member States in August
or September 2021, at which Ministers wishing to do so would sign and deliver brief
statements in support of the Declaration;

(i)  The Minister responsible for Fisheries of Norway would be invited to participate;

(iii) Convening, in collaboration with UNDP, a regional technical meeting with fisheries and
security officials from Member States to map out the specific needs and to agree on at least
one high-priority intervention that will benefit all CRFM Member States and that could be
supported under the Blue Justice Initiative; and

(iv) Collaborating with the Blue Justice Initiative to strengthen the response of CRFM Member
States to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and organized crime in the
fishing industry, and to leverage the opportunity for collaboration with other interested States
and organizations through strategic interventions, using technology and innovations.

The Copenhagen Declaration has emerged as an important international framework for cooperation,
capacity building, sharing of knowledge and coordination of action against IUU and organized crime in
fisheries. It also provides the political basis and framework for the Blue Justice Initiative, under which the
Norwegian Government in cooperation with other interested countries and UN organizations seek to find
effective and sustainable solutions against [UU fishing and transnational organized crime to create a fair,
equitable and profitable blue economy free from fisheries crime.

It is against this backdrop that I have the honour of inviting you to join me and the other Ministers on 4
October 2021, to highlight and express our determination and solidarity in working together to prevent, .
deter and eradicate IUU fishing and organized crime in the fishing industry in the region, and support the
International Declaration against Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry and the
Blue Justice Initiative aimed at providing support to developing countries in addressing the problem of ITUU
Fishing and organized crime in fisheries in a cooperative manner.

More specifically, I invite you to consider confirming your support for the Copenhagen Declaration (a non-
binding international instrument) and the Blue Justice Initiative by signing the Declaration and sharing a
brief Statement during the Meeting. This will set the stage for a technical meeting of fisheries and security
officials to map the specific priority needs in the region as indicated at items (iii) and (iv) above.

Finally, I kindly request that you confirm your participation and your readiness to present a brief (3 minutes)
statement and affix your signature to the Copenhagen Declaration during the Meeting. Please send your
reply to Mr. Milton Haughton, Executive Director, CRFM Secretariat (email: secretariat@crfm.int or
sherlene.audinett@crfm.int) by 17 September 2021 to facilitate preparation for the Meeting.

Regards. g ﬁwm
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