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OPENING
CEREMONY

Regional Inception Workshop and First
Steering Committee Meeting

Promoting National Blue Economy Priorities
through Marine Spatial Planning in the

Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Plus 
(BE: CLME+)

Panama City, Panama

27-29 September 2023
Hotel RIU Plaza Panama

20 YEARS
C E L E B R A T I N G

I N  O P E R A T I O N

Towards Sustainable Development of Fisheries
for the People of the Caribbean

https://crfm.int/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=19&Itemid=480


PROGRAMME

Opening Prayer
Madam Martha Dixon
 
Welcome Remarks
Ms. Digna Barsallo 
Director of Coast and Seas
Ministry of Environment, Panama
                                                                          
Remarks
Mr. Sergio Avilés
Principal Executive
Development Bank of Latin America and
the Caribbean (CAF), Panama
                                                           
Remarks
Mr. Milton Haughton
Executive Director
CRFM Secretariat
                              
Remarks
Dr. Israel Ríos Castillo
Nutrition Officer
FAO, Panama
                  
Closing by Chairperson

9:00 a.m. – 9:05 a.m.

9:05 a.m. – 9:10 a.m.

9:10 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

9:15 a.m. – 9:20 a.m.

9:20 a.m. – 9:25 a.m.

9:25 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

The Project “BE-CLME+:   Promoting National Blue
Economy Priorities Through Marine Spatial Planning in the
Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Plus” was conceived to
strengthen blue economy opportunities through
sustainable healthy coastal and marine ecosystems,
address drivers to protect habitats and species, and
sustainable biodiversity and fisheries management. The
project will be implemented in Barbados, Belize, Guyana,
Jamaica, Panama, and Saint Lucia for a period of 4 years
from 2023-2027. The project is funded by the Global
Environment Facility (GEF), implemented by the
Development Bank of Latin America and the Caribbean
(CAF) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), and is executed by the Caribbean
Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and the
governments of the participating countries. The project’s
objective is to promote blue economy development in the
CLME+ through marine spatial planning and marine
protected areas, ecosystem approach to fisheries, and
sustainable seafood value chains.

The three components are:

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Component 1:  Implementing cross-sectoral
Marine Spatial Planning (GEF:  $3,844,119; Co-
financing: $26,461,550)

Component 2:  Inclusive Sustainable Fisheries
Value Chains (GEF:  $995,581; Co-financing:
7,746,046)

Component 3: Regional Coordination, Project
Management & Knowledge Management (GEF:
1,168,300; Co-financing: 5,488,818)

Master of Ceremonies: 
Mr. Abdiel Morris, 

Social Communicator, Direction of Comunicación


